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NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON AUDUBON SOCIETY 
ROCK ISLAND PONDS BIRD SURVEY REPORT 
FEBRUARY 6, 2023 

 

OVERVIEW 

For several years, North Central Washington Audubon Society (NCWAS) has sought to bring attention to the wide 

variety of birds using the ponds in or near the City of Rock Island. The ponds, a few sometimes referred to as lakes, 

vary in size, depth, and underwater topography, and together host valuable habitats for birds and other wildlife.  

The ponds are not naturally occurring. They were created and have evolved over several decades, primarily as a 

result of gravel mining and/or increased Rock Island Dam Pool water levels.  Conditions on the ponds vary greatly, 

and numerous bird and other wildlife species now occupy them seasonally or as permanent residents. In addition, 

we suspect they also suffer from a variety of unhealthy environmental conditions which we believe should be 

scientifically assessed and, if confirmed, remedied. 

As part of an agreement with Chelan County Public Utilities District, and in service to the values and interests 

mentioned above, NCWAS conducted a two year survey to document bird species currently using the ponds.  The 

survey protocol identified six stationary points and two transects adjacent to several ponds that are representative 

of the mix of habitats the ponds as a whole support. Beginning in November 2020 and ending in October 2022, 

monthly bird counts were conducted. All species encountered by sight and/or sound were tallied. 

The survey data included in this report document the wide range of bird species the ponds and adjacent lands now 

support. We believe they represent a resource that should be protected and enhanced over time for the benefit of 

wildlife, the local economy, and regional recreation. 

 

SURVEY RESULTS SUMMARY 

The data sheets that follow provide a complete list of all species, and number of individuals for each, documented 

over the two year span of the survey. Also included are the combined monthly details for each point and transect 

from which counts were made. Below are a few general observations: 

1) A total of 118 bird species were found to use the ponds and habitats immediately adjacent to them.  

2) The exceptionally high numbers for Wood Duck and Hooded Merganser indicate the ponds to be an 

especially important wintering location for these species. 

3) Some of the larger species groups documented were:  

a. 24 species of waterfowl 

b. 11 raptor species 

c. 7 warbler species 

d. 6 swallow species 

e. 10 sparrow species 

4) Extremely high numbers of common species such as American Robin, Yellow-rumped Warbler, White-

crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, and House Finch were found primarily in the terrestrial habitat 

covered by the two transects. Examples of species occurring there in smaller, though still abundant, 

numbers include Cedar Waxwing, Northern Flicker, and Song Sparrow. The great number of birds utilizing 

these areas reflects the ideal habitat the mix of trees, shrubs, and grasses there provide. This, and the 
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large quantities of insects and fruits, such as Russian olive and golden current, found there clearly explain 

its value to birds. 

5) The survey’s documentation of rare or very uncommon species for Central Washington, such as Swamp 

Sparrow and Pacific Loon, demonstrate that in addition to species commonly found in such habitats, 

rarities occasionally occur there as well. 

6) Taken as a whole, the wide diversity and large numbers of birds using the ponds and habitats immediately 

adjacent to them suggest Rock Island Ponds are a wildlife resource of regional significance. 

 

CONCLUSION 

For further information regarding NCWAS’s vision for the ponds at Rock Island, please go to 

https://ncwaudubon.org/conservation/, or contact Mark Johnston, NCWAS Conservation Chair, 

toxostoma495@gmail.com.  

For questions or additional information about this report, please contact Richard Scranton, NCWAS Community 

Science Chair, rscran4350@yahoo.com,  or Joe Veverka, NCWAS Rock Island Ponds Survey Lead, 

joe_veverka@yahoo.com.   
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SURVEY MAP AND PROTOCOL 

The map below shows the six stationary points and two transects from which counts were made. All survey 

observations were completed between 6:00am and 11:00am during Daylight Saving Time (April-Sept) and between 

8:00am-1:00pm during Standard Daylight Time (Sept.-Mar.) 

 

As mentioned above, the survey consisted of once a month counts made from six points and two transects over a 

two year period. Data noted for each visit included the date, names of all surveyors including the recorder, and 

start and end times for each stationary observation (each stationary count was a timed 10-minutes) and start and 

end times for each transect. The one-way distance for transect 1 was 200 meters; transect 2 was 500 meters. 

Other pertinent data recorded were temperature in degrees Fahrenheit, percent open water, percent cloud cover, 

and wind speed. If the wind speed was above a 4 on the Beaufort scale, the count was rescheduled. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

ATTACHMENT 1 

A species list showing the bird species found at the six stationary count points and two transects combined. 

 

ATTACHMENT 2 

Data sheets listing all bird species found for each stationary count point and transect over the 24 month period of 

the survey. The number of individuals shown for each month is a combined total of the 24 visits made to each site. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 -SPECIES LIST  
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ATTACHMENT 2 –  DATA SHEETS 
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